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Use the F3 key to change a User’s Name


If you ever had to set up a new user to replace a departing employee, you know how tedious it can be to set up exactly the same groups, trustee assignments, disk space restrictions, etc for the new user.  Rather than set up the new user and assign the privileges of the previous employee, simply press the F3 key on the previous user name, and bingo, you can change the name while leaving everthing else intact..





Use Makeuser to set up multiple new users


If you work in an environment where there are innumerable groups, it can be frustrating and time consuming to set up users thru Syscon, one at a time.  Use the makeuser utility, a very basic scripting tool, to set up multiple users with identical privileges at the same time. Makeuser works with a text file, with a .usr extension. Compose the .usr text file, and then process it using the makeuser utility.  





The only disadvantage I found with makeuser is that the final part of the script pertains to the user names, and this always has to be the last part of the file.  It is not always convenient to edit the #CREATE USER statement to add the new users, and I find it works better if you import the usr text file into Excel 5.0 or Lotus and then add the User Names in the columns and then copy it back to the text file to create the final USR file.  The last section which is the only part that changes for new users, will appear with blank spaces, but as long as you don’t use commas within fields, the script will work, because the field separator is the semi-colon (;) and trailing blank spaces are ignored. 





Note that I did not customize the User’s Full Name, for convenience and quick set up.


�



An example of a makeuser script (exactly as it appears) follows:





REM  USE THIS FILE TO MAKE USERS ON PRMRD11 


REM CREATE HOME DIR


#HOME_DIRECTORY DATA:USERS





#PASSWORD_REQUIRED


#PASSWORD_LENGTH 6


#PASSWORD_PERIOD 180


#CONNECTIONS 1





REM ASSIGN GROUPS


#GROUPS Apps_Antivirs; Apps_Documtum; Apps_Envoy; Apps_Groupwse; Apps_Infocntl; Apps_Miles4; Apps_Msword6; Apps_Orgplus2; Apps_Pwrpnt4;Apps_Project3; Apps_Qpro601; Apps_Excel5; Apps_sas61; Apps_Sigmaplt; Apps_Wrdpft61;Prlrvr; Win_user1;


#REM MAX DISK SPACE INDIC IN 4K BLOCKS!!


#MAX_DISK_SPACE DATA,7500





REM CREATE THE USERID LIST





REM #CREATE UserID; Full Name; Password; Extra Groups; Extra Rights 


#create new1_11;   Test User;        Lederle;;


#Create	DESAIP	;	Pearl River Network User	;	lederle;;


#Create	TSAOR	;	Pearl River Network User	;	lederle;;


#Create	LEESER	;	Pearl River Network User	;	lederle;;


#Create	YAOL	;	Pearl River Network User	;	lederle;;


#Create	HORANJ	;	Pearl River Network User	;	lederle;;


#Create	NGS	;	Pearl River Network User	;	lederle;;


#Create	KELER	;	Pearl River Network User	;	lederle;;


#Create	LUTWINJ	;	Pearl River Network User	;	lederle;;


#Create	MCMONEA	;	Pearl River Network User	;	lederle;;


#Create	SMOLIND	;	Pearl River Network User	;	lederle;;


#Create	ERARDIF	;	Pearl River Network User	;	lederle;;


#Create	DULINW	;	Pearl River Network User	;	lederle;;
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Use the /c switch to specify a different net.cfg file


You will have to load LSL, IPXODI, and VLM each with /c=path\special.cfg (or whatever name you want to use) in order to make this work.  If you want to connect to different servers using special configurations, device drivers, VLMs, etc, this is very useful.  For example you can have server1.cfg, server2.cfg, server3.cfg, etc to connect to the appropriate server. You can set up simple batch files that can make the desired connection without typing in long commands.





Use the /ps=preferred_server switch on the VLM command to connect to desired server.


If you need to, unload the vlm’s first by typing vlm /u, and then reload with the /ps switch.





Examine the search paths to ensure that local drives  precede network drive letters.


You don’t want every single Dos and Windows command to invoke traffic on hte network.  Use the map ins s16: command to insert network search drives last in hte sequence.





Use the F5 key in the System Login Script to highlight blocks to delete, copy and paste.


To copy a selected block of text, press the Shift-Delete and Shift-Insert key.  You can also edit the net$log.dat (change flag to normal) using a text editor.  Of course you will want to set the flag back to RO after you’re done.





Use the RO (read only) and DI (delete inhibit) attributes for important files and directories.


flag works a little differently from flagdir for directories, but both can be very useful for securing files and directories from tampering.


To reset flags, just set them back to N (normat)





flag file.ext  +ro


flagdir dir_name di (for delete inhibit)


Novell’s documentation shows this as deleteinhibit in full, but you need to use DI only (infact the full form will not work)





Set up a Manager user as Workgroup Manager with rights to manage all your users on the network with multiple concurrent logins.  


Assign these ID’s to your LAN support staff, so that they can all login simultaneously to perform routine admin tasks such as resetting passwords, adding new groups, trustee dir assignments, etc.  Having a single “master” workgroup manager makes it easier to add new “managed” users who must be added to the list of managed users since you need to do it only once.  Also, I found that it promotes an egalitarian environment since you don’t have tiered rights and privileges for various people on your staff.
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Take extreme care to migrate trustee assignments during server volume upgrades


Trustee information does not get copied over during ncopy, and some types of backups will mess up on this as well.  Mac directories especially have been known to be problemmatic.





You have 3 options to perform this operation:


Use a full backup of the volume using a Netware compatible backup s/w and then restore


Use Arcserve 5.02 and copy  the entire volume over (copy as opposed to backup)


Use a third party utility such as Trust-Ez





Maintain updated lists of WS addresses, IP addresses on the network in a secure directory





Maintain copies of all non-standard workstation installs in a secure directory on the network  (This would include copies of *all* system files: autoexec, config.sys, net.cfg, win.ini, system.ini, other special ini files for mainframe host connectivity, etc)





Keep Administrator’s custom batch files in your Home Directory.  


I find this to be invaluable when working in the field and need to use .usr files for makeuser, logging into special servers, etc.





Copy User’s hard disk contents (all partitions) upto the network prior to software upgrades





Windows tricks for Netware


To be provided





Mainframe connectivity issues


Set up a comprehensive hosts file for IP addresses and other connection settings


Copy reflect.ini into a safe place before doing a workstation upgrade 


When the upgrade is complete, copy this file back into the new Windows directory; this will restore all the hosts and the settings that the user previously had.





Use electronic support such as BBS, Internet, Compuserve and faxback services


Many corporations do not have analog modem lines, preferring to use a modem pool on a server instead.  I find this works inefficiently in most cases, because the modem pool takes forever to connect (if it does at all), and often the speeds on hte modem pool are as low as 2400 baud.





Convince your department Director that you need an analog phone line to access Compuserve forums and vendor BBS’s.  The best time to do this is at the time of the interview, when you have leverage to insist on resource requirements for successfully doing the job.





Become involved in your local Netware Users International (NUI) user group


Call 1-800-228-4684


Web:  www.nuinet.com for local contact information.
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