Lookup Combo / Navigator





Introduction





Delphi provides several combo boxes. Some of them are data aware and can be attached to a table:


tDBLookupCombo: displays rows of a table and links the key field to a datasource.


tDBComboBox: is linked to a datasource; the displayed rows origin from an Items property, that is filled at design or run time.


There is no way to get data from a table using one of these combo boxes. Moreover the attached datasource cannot be used to view the other columns of the selected row: the position of the underlying table is unpredictable. An object is needed that can be linked to a datasource to retrieve the data in that table and allows the user to navigate through a table. That is the reason for developing this component.





Procedure





Create a lookup TTable object, link it to a database and select a TableName.


Create a tLookupDBCombo object


Link the TTable to the LookupSource of the tLookupDBCombo


Select a LookupField. If the table has only one index, this field is automatically selected. An index is automatically selected depending on the selected LookupField.


Select a LookupDisplay field.


That's all there is.





Additional properties relative to the standard TComboBox





LookupSource.	The table holding the rows to display.


LookupField.	The field that is used as a key to the data.


LookupDisplay	The field to display in the combo.


DisplayValue	The value of the key of the selected row.


AsInteger	The value of the key expressed as a longint.








Added functionality’s





The selection of "LookupFields" shows all fields that actually can be used as LookupFields.


As an extra, instead of a TTable, also a TQuery can be used as LookupSource.





File contents





The ZIP file contains the following files:


LOOKUPDB.DCU	The Delphi unit with the combo object.


LOOKUPDB.DCR	A file with the bitmap to display in the panel.


MAINFORM.*		A simple sample application


LOOKUP.DPR		The project file


COMPANY.*		A simple Paradox database used by this application.


LOOKUPDB.DOC	This file.


From within Delphi you can open the project " LOOKUP " in the LOOKUPDB directory and try and modify the application yourself.


�



Installation





1. Copy the LOOKUPDB.DCU and LOOKUPDB.DCR files to a directory of your choice.


2. In the Delphi menu bar select Options, Install components.


3. Choose "Add" and browse to the directory where you copied the two files into.


4. Choose OK to install.


The demo application could be installed in a directory named C:\ LOOKUPDB. If another directory is chosen, the path in the Database object should be changed the chosen project directory. If this is omitted, the tables are not accessable in design time.





Disclaimer





For legal reasons I have to put this disclaimer. The use of this package is for your own risk. No responsibility can be accepted for malfunctioning of this product.





Ordering





This is a trial version. It's use is limited to the Delphi development environment.


Registration can be done at SWREG at a charge of $20. The full featured version, including the source-code will be sent by e-mail. Future updates will be automatically distributed.





Other products:


Scaler: performs automatic scaling, making applications screen resolution independant. Also resizing at run-time is supported. (SCALER.ZIP)


Master-detail combobox. Supports real master-detail related lookup tables. Also supports Tquery as Lookupsource (MDCOMBO.ZIP).
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