Restoring Windows Registry





Print this out!





 The Registry is stored in two files(system.dat and user.dat) on your system, and Windows 95 keeps backups of these files (system.da0 and user.da0) around and up-to-date. In the event of an emergency, you can replace the Registry files with these backups. First I recomend making  additional backup copies of each file. Just right click on the file and select copy. Then go to the edit menu end select paste. Do this for each file. You will now have 2 files named "Copy of..." in your Windows folder. Rename them system.old and user.old. If ever you need to revert to where you were before running my program, restore these files to system.dat and user.dat as instructed below.


 


 To restore the registry, shut down Windows and restart in DOS mode, or turn your computer off and then back on. When you see the "Starting Windows 95"message, press F8 and choose the Command Prompt Only option from the  menu. Type "cd windows" (without the quotes), and press enter, to get to the Windows directory.


 The idea is to copy the.DA0 files over the .DAT files. (*See note below). Problem is, these files all have hidden, read-only, and system attributes attached to them (which means DOS won't let you mess with them). To remove these attributes from the registry files, type the following at the DOS prompt and hit Enter: 


attrib -h -r -s system.dat


  Follow these same steps to remove the attributes from the remaining three files


 (user.dat, system.da0, user.da0). 





Once all the attributes are removed, copy the system.da0 file over the system.dat file and the user.da0 file over the user.dat file, with the following commands 


(hitting Enter after each):


copy system.da0 system.dat


copy user.da0 user.dat





Turn your computer off, then turn it back on, and the Registry files will have been successfully replaced. Whew!





*NOTE, substitute the appropriate extension for ".DA0" if you are restoring the registry with different backup files (i.e. ".old" instead of ".da0")





