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Description

ClipFile is a Windows 95 shell extension which copies the paths of selected files and folders to the clipboard.  This simple function has several uses, for example:

When you need to enter a path name in a file-open or file-save dialog, it can be tedious walking round the folders to get to where you want, especially if you already have the folder open on the desktop.  With ClipFile you can copy the path from the folder, and paste it straight into the file dialog.

Sometimes you want to perform a task on several files, and a quick batch file is the easiest way.  You can quickly boiler-plate the batch file by selecting the files, copying their paths, and pasting them into your favourite text editor, then adding the commands you want around them.

Explorer does not allow you to print listings of folders.  ClipFile makes it easy to paste a list into your text editor and print it out however you want.  It’s folder-recursion
 and file-details
 feature
s
 
are
 especially useful for this.

Installing

To install ClipFile, extract the files clipfile.dll and clipfile.inf to any directory.  Then use the right mouse button to display the popup menu for clipfile.inf and select the install command.  ClipFile will be installed.

Uninstalling

To uninstall ClipFile, use the Add/Remove programs applet in Control Panel, and select for the entry titled Copy Paths to Clipboard.  Press the Add/Remove button, which will uninstall ClipFile.

Using ClipFile

Once installed it appears on the popup menu for all files, folder
s
, and drives as Copy Path.  The behaviour varies depending on whether one or more items are selected, and whether the items are files, folders, or shortcuts.

Single file or shortcut

The full path of the file is copied to the clipboard.  If the file is a shortcut
,
 a sub-menu allows you to choose between the path of the shortcut or the path of the target.

Multiple files

The full paths of all the selected files are copied, one per line.  If any of the files are shortcuts, the path of the shortcut is copied.. You only get the option to copy the target path on a single selection.

Folders or drives

With one or more folders or drives selected Copy Paths points to a sub-menu offering Folders, Contents, or Recursively.  The first option copies just the paths of the folders themselves, the second adds the contents of each folder, the third recursively lists all sub-folders, progressively indenting each level.  The contents are 
sorted by name, with all files listed first, then all folders.


Selecting all drives in “My Computer”, and recursively copying paths will give you a full listing of all the files on your computer.  This can take a while!

Mixed selection

If you select a mixture of files and folders, the options in the menu will depend on whether the object you actually right-click on is a file or folder.  In all cases you will get the paths of all the selected items, but since only folders give you a sub-menu, you will need to click on a folder if you want to include the contents of the folders.

Short path-names and quotes

By default ClipFile copies the long names.  If you want the short names hold down the Shift key when you select from the popup menu.  If you hold the Control key down each path name will be enclosed in double-quotes.  This is sometimes needed to avoid ambiguity when long names contain spaces
.


File details

File details ca
n be included in any selection by holding down the Control and Shift keys together
.  
Lines containing file names are formatted with the file date, time, size (in bytes) and long name.



Folder sizes



In a detailed list, 
folder 
names 
whose contents are included 
are shown with the total size
 of the contents following the name.  If the listing is recursive, this is the total recursive size of all files.  Folders which are not recursed into are lined up wit
h the file names, but no date, time, or size is shown.



Current limitations

This version has some known limitations
.  These will be addressed in the first full release
.


Shortcuts.  The choice of shortcut or target path only works with .LNK files.  It doesn’t work with .PIF or .URL (Internet shortcut) files.
  Also, if the target is a folder you can
’t list the folder
’s contents via the shortcut.

Date 
and time 
formats.  
These are not localised, and are 
shown in the 
“culturally neutral
” format of 
yy/mm/dd
.

Formatting of detail lists.  The format is fixed, and only looks right with a fixed-pitch font.  The full release will include a dialog for selecting various formatting options for detailed listings.  This will also eliminate the rather clumsy use of Ctrl+Shift to get a detailed listing.

Uninstall.  
This 
i
s
 incom
plete.  It removes the key registry entries which activate 
ClipFile
, but does not remove all 
associated 
entries, nor the installed files.
  To remove the files, first uninstall from the Control Panel, then open the folder system\shellext under the Windows directory and delete the files clipfile.dll and clipfile.inf.  In addition
, after Uninstall completes it frequently causes an 
exception 
in 
rundl
l32.exe.  
The res
ulting popup message can be dism
issed
, and does not appear to 
cause 
any 
ill effects.


Beware notepad!

If you select a long recursive list, e.g. a whole drive, the resulting data can easily exceed 64Kbytes.  This is more text than Windows Notepad can handle.  If you paste into Notepad it will tell you:

“Not enough memory - quit one of more applications and try again”

Thi
s message is totally misleading. 
 
Quitting 
applications won’t make any difference, it’s just an internal limit of Notepad. In this situation use Wordpad, or a better text editor than Notepad if you have one.


Coming Soon ...



This is a beta version.  A more complete version is 
in progress
, whose main feature will be a dialog available when 
a folder is sel
e
cted
.  This will offer various options for formatting the lists of contents.  
There are a lot of features that could be added, but I would like to know what you would like, and what would be useful to you.  Some things 
I
 
plan
 to include
 are:


Optionally list full p
aths when recursing directories



Select items for detail lists individually (date, time, size, attributes)


Select to list files only, or fo
l
ders only


Date
,
 time
, and numbers
 formatted according to the local settings


Optionally 
show physical disk usag
e rather than logical file size�	
(allows for clusters and compression)



Allow choice of sort criteria (type, size, date
, disk-
usage
)


Allow
 user-selection of the indent
 characters 
in folder lists 
(currently
 
fixed as 
a tab)



Allow
 a tabbed format better suited to word-processing layouts


Allow CSV format for importing into spread-sheets, etc.


Allow direct output to a disk file


I’ve thought of allowing wild-cards, but 
almost 
the same effect can be achieved by using the Windows 95 Find function and copying the paths from the results window.


Contact

ClipFile
 is written by Richa
rd Jones
.
  
Please 
email
 any comments, criticisms, or suggestions 
to:



CIS:100716,1273
 
(Internet: 1007
1
6
.1273@compuserve.com)


Where to get ClipFile


Future versions of 
ClipFile
 will be available 
first 
on Compuserve in 
at least 
the
 
Windows 95
, 
Win�
News
, and 
Windows Utilities
 forums
.
  Search for 
clipfile.zip
.



Legal etc.

ClipFile is provided as is, without warranty of any kind, either express or implied, including but not limited to the implied warranties of merchantability and fitness for a particular purpose. In no event shall A.S. Software be liable for any damages whatsoever including direct, indirect, incidental, consequential, loss of business profits or special damages, even if A.S. Software has been advised of the possibility of such damages.

Installation and use of ClipFile on a computer implies acceptance of the above conditions.



